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discretion to do herein as shall appear upon the whole to be most for the
Company's interest.
Fourthly, of the trade of India and transactions with the
country Governments
65.    As the affair of Deepchund's deposit7 falls more properly under the
eighth head, we shall there give you the necessary directions for bringing it to
an issue.
66,    It is with much concern we observe in your detail of transactions with
the country Government, that every circumstance and opportunity affords pre-
tences for exactions.   It is impossible for us to mark out any precise rules for
your conduct; in general we can only say, that you are to be jealous in pre-
serving our phirmaund, rights and privileges, and when any sums of money
are demanded, or any oppression endeavoured to be laid upon our trade or
otherways, that you will obviate or settle them upon the best terms you can, in
doing which our great dependance must be placed on your sense and care.
*67. Among other many unreasonable demands, that made upon you for
the Cotmahs' effects is of a very pernicious nature, as it tends to render our
protection of no effect, and subjecting the English flag to contempt; we find
this affair was not brought to an issue upon the coming away of your last
advices, but we hope your steadiness and resolution will disappoint
Hookumbeg8 in his oppressive and lucrative views and confirm the rich natives,
who reside in the Company's limits, that their persons and effects will be secure.
68.    A further instance of very unfair proceedings appears in the affair
of the chokeys, for after you thought our trade was sufficiently and effectually
secured from their oppressions by ample grants from the Nabob, a pretence
was  set   up  of an  equivalent to be  made for those leased out under the
pachowtrah drogha, amounting to about twelve thousand rupees, which we
find was left to Mr. Watts and his Council to settle with Hookumbeg, with a
caution, and indeed a very proper one, that it should not be made a president
for the like demand from his successors.   We hope to hear that this affair has
been settled accordingly, and here we must add that, as many of these oppres-
sions take their rise from great abuses in the dusticks, we shall depend upon
your regulating them in such a manner as will most effectually prevent all
pretences for complaint in future.
69.    We observe that upon Hookumbeg's making a peremptory demand
for sicca rupees two thousand three hundred, on account of the sugar pur-
chasers, you had empowered the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to pay him that
sum, this is another instance of oppression which is now become in a manner
annual.   You must use your best endeavours to prevent its being established
as a custom, and we do expect that you will take care to collect from those per-
sons who have the benefit of that trade all impositions it is the occasion of.
70* We cannot as yet see sufficient reasons for dispensing with the recom-
mendations in our letter of the 31th of January 1755, with respect to the im-
portation of your ships and vessels at foreign ports upon the coast of Choro-
manclel; at the same time we do assure you that we have given and shall give
the necessary directions to our President and Council of that Presidency to